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Introductory Remark

Qualifications of ethnic towns consist of concentrated ethnic population,
commercial centers that sell ethnic cultural products as well as centers for social
and cultural activities. In that sense, Olympic Blvd. in Los Angeles, Flushing New
York, lkuno Osaka, Shin-Okubo Tokyo, and Chosunjok streets in majors cities of
Northern China’s have requirements needed to be Korea town (Of course, the
Yanbian Korean Autonomous Prefecture is itself a 'Korea Town'). This is the right
time to examine overseas Koreans' today and tomorrow centering on “Korea town”

as these sites represent “the life of Korean studies”.

This international conference, <Korea Town and Festivals, Digital Cultural Map>,
hosted by Global Culture & Contents Research Center and organized jointly by
Association for the Studies of Koreans Abroad and Institute of History and Culture
in Hankuk University of Foreign Studies is not a large scale conference. This
conference is sponsored by Overseas Korean Foundation and the Academy of
Korean Studies as the conference includes work from <Ethnic Koreans of the
World> course that is funded by Global Culture & Contents Research Center at the
Hankuk University of Foreign Studies in support of Overseas Koreans Foundation
as well as <Chosunjok Digital Culture Encyclopedia> project that is sponsored by

the Academy of Korean Studies’ Culture Content Publisher.

As site of “Life of Korea Studies”, each Korea Town hosts Lunar New Year and
Chuseok as well as cultural Festivals to celebrate with the locals. For instance, in
Northeast China, not only is Dan-O(which is also be ingrevived in Korea) being
celebrated, Chosunjok Cultural Centeral sohosts Yu-du(Lunar June 15th) and
Back-Jong (Lunar July 15). Our conference will examine Korean cultural festivals in

America an dNortheas China regions.

Digital cultural map as one of digital contents is being developed as a platform
that could organically use and combine digital resources. One of the presentations
<Chosunjok community in Northeast China and digital culture map> is in an essay
form but it will eventually be able to include Festivals in Korea town and other

variety of cultural resources. Thank you.

Association for the Studies of Koreans Abroad, President Jin Young Lee
HUFS Institute of History and Culture, Director Young Hak Lee
HUFS Global Culture & Contents Research Center, Director Young Sang Yim
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